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retired to a village, founded for them, on the Island
of Orleans, near Quebec. This settlement being in
time ravaged by the Iroquois, a final stand was made
at Lorette, also in the outskirts of Quebec, which
mission exists to this day.

The great Huron mission, which had been con-
ducted for thirty-five years, Had employed twenty-
nine missionaries, of whom seven had lost their lives
in the work. This important field forsaken, many
of the missionaries had returned to Europe disheart-
ened, and apparently the future for Jesuit missions
in New France looked gloomy enough. The
Iroquois had now practically destroyed the Montag-
nais between Quebec and the Saguenay, the Algon-
kins of the Ottawa, and the Hurons, Petuns, and
Neutrals. The French colonies of Quebec, Three
Rivers, and Montreal, had suffered from repeated
raids of the New York confederates, and their forest
trade was now almost wholly destroyed. In this hour
of darkness, light suddenly broke upon New France.
The politic Iroquois, attacked on either side by the
Eries and the Susquehannas, and fearing that while
thus engaged their northern victims might revive
for combined vengeance, sent overtures of peace to
Quebec, and cordially invited to their cantonments
the once detested black gowns.

V. THE IROQUOIS MISSION.

Champlain had early made enemies of the Iroquois,
by attacking them as the allies of his Algonkin neigh-
bors. This enmity extended to all New France,
and lasted, with brief intervals of peace, for over
half a century. We have seen that Jogues was the
first of his order (1642) to enter the Iroquois country,



